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Ten years have now passed since we first began working with col-
leagues in university, governmental, and community contexts to 
develop and evaluate prevention programs. Since then, we have 
developed productive partnerships, conducted innovative re-
search, and shared findings with audiences ranging from local 
communities and state policy makers to national practitioner or-
ganizations, international governments, and academic peers. The 
focus of our program and research remains on children—those 
at risk of substance abuse, violence, teenage pregnancy, poverty, 
and the other conditions that can take hold of vulnerable youth 
as they develop toward adulthood. This work continues to receive 
funding from foundations, federal and state agencies, and non-
profit organizations, allowing us to continue to innovate by de-
signing and implementing programs and conduct basic research 
studies that focus on the well-being of children.

The Prevention Research Center is engaged in seven broad 
activities: 

1.	 Conduct longitudinal, developmental research on risk 
and protective factors and their relation to well-being 
and maladaptation; 

2.	 Better understand how communities can work together 
with families, schools, community groups (social service, 
youth groups, the faith community) and industry to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles for children, youth, and families; 

3.	 Collaborate with Pennsylvania communities to de-
sign, implement, and evaluate preventive interven-
tions; 

4.	 Conduct clinical trials of innovative models to pro-
mote competence for children, youth, families, and 
communities; 

5.	 Coordinate prevention research within the College of 
Health and Human Development and promote pre-
vention research throughout the Penn State system; 

6.	 Provide policy-relevant information on best practices in 
prevention to federal, state, and local governments; and 

7.	 Assist local communities to develop, implement, and 
evaluate prevention programming.

One of the Center’s major foci is graduate and faculty training. 
The Center participates in two NIH training grants designed to 
create the next generation of preven-
tion scientists. Research seminars on 
prevention science are hosted weekly, 
the Center sponsors national meet-
ings on selected topics, and support 
is provided for graduate and faculty 
fellowships and conferences. Center 
activities are funded by a combination 
of College funds, permanent endow-
ment, and active research grants. 

Our commitment to outreach in-
cludes the provision of policy-relevant information on best prac-
tices in prevention to state, federal, and local governments. In 
addition, Prevention Research Center faculty and staff provide 
consultation and technical assistance to numerous local communi-
ties on the development, implementation, and evaluation of com-
munity-based prevention programs. One of the most exciting new 
developments is the establishment in July 2008 of the Evidence-
based Prevention and Intervention Support Center (EPISCenter). 
Led by Brian Bumbarger, the EPISCenter will provide long-term 
support to communities throughout Pennsylvania to ensure the 
best possible implementation of programs for children, youth, and 
families.

As we look back at the last ten years and plan for the future, we wish 
to thank all those individuals and organizations who have guided, 
collaborated with, and supported us to where we are today—a leader 
in higher education-based prevention activities in the United States.

Thank you!

Mark Greenberg

Director, Prevention Research Center for the  
Promotion of Human Development 

and Edna Peterson Bennett Chair and Professor of  
Human Development and Family Studies

Director’s Letter
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Integrating Science and Practice:  
Celebrating the First Ten Years of the Prevention Research Center

In October 2008, we celebrate our ten-year anniversary.

During its first ten years, the Prevention Research Center has 
become the locus of research, technical assistance, and pro-
gram development in prevention science in Pennsylvania and 
has developed an international reputation and reach. All of the 
activities described here continue today, but at a broader scale 
as the Center continues to grow. The Center has offices and 
staff in State College (four locations), Harrisburg, and York, 
Pennsylvania. Faculty members who participate in the Center 
represent departments in the College of Health and Human 
Development as well as in the Colleges of the Liberal Arts, 
Education, Medicine, Agricultural Sciences, and Engineering. 

To see just how far the Center has progressed, we need to look 
back to its origins.

When the Prevention Research Center was established in Penn 
State’s College of Health and Human Development in 1998, it 
represented the culmination of a longtime goal for its director, 
Mark Greenberg. A Pennsylvania native, Mark had hoped to return 
to his home state to create an organization that would contribute 
solutions to issues endemic in so many American communities—
substance abuse, teenage pregnancy, violence, health—by promot-
ing the healthy development of children; reducing the prevalence 
of high-risk behaviors and poor outcomes for children, youth, and 
families; and engaging faculty and students from many different 
disciplines in community partnerships to benefit children. From 
the outset he was joined by his longtime colleague, Karen Bier-
man, Distinguished Professor of Psychology, who has served as the 
associate director of the Center, and by Celene Domitrovich, who 
has served as the assistant director.

The partnerships that were initially forged involved families, 
schools, community groups (social service, youth groups, the 
faith community), and local government in promoting healthy 
lifestyles for children, youth, and families. Innovative models 
were developed by Center associates to promote competence 
and prevent maladaptive outcomes for children, families, and 
communities. Further, the Center sought to stimulate interdis-
ciplinary research and collaborative projects with Pennsylvania 
communities to develop effective ways to decrease risk factors in 
children, families, and their communities.

Why Penn State? 
There were several key reasons to locate the Center at Penn State. 
First, the College of Health and Human Development and the 
Department of Human Development and Family Studies had 
developed a strategic plan in which prevention science would 
play a key role. Second, Penn State faculty already included a 
substantial number of experts in prevention science. Third, the 
College of Health and Human Development has two outstand-
ing doctoral programs (Human Development and Family Stud-
ies and Biobehavioral Health) that attract high-quality faculty 
and graduate students. Finally, the initiation of the Children, 
Youth, and Families Consortium (www.cyfc.psu.edu) provided 
new collaborative opportunities for research, training, and out-
reach for faculty interested in studying family and youth issues 
and concerns. This convergence of forces provided both the 
framework and support for the development of a major Univer-
sity initiative in prevention research. 

The new Center was officially opened on April 28, 1998, by 
Pennsylvania’s then-First Lady Michele M. Ridge, Penn State 
President Graham B. Spanier, and Dr. Barbara Shannon, Ray-
mond E. and Erin Stuart Schultz Dean of the College of Health 
and Human Development, at a ceremony in Old Main on Penn 
State’s University Park campus.
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Administration and Staff
The Center receives central support from the College of Health and 
Human Development for its activities. It also receives a yearly bud-
get from the Bennett Endowment. Its administration includes Dr. 
Karen Bierman, Department of Psychology, College of the Liberal 
Arts, as associate director, and Dr. Celene Domitrovich, research as-
sociate, as assistant director. 

In 2008, through its various external funding sources, the Center 
employs nine full-time Ph.D.-level research associates. Through its 
joint post-doctoral programs it supports six post-doctoral fellows 
and ten pre-doctoral trainees. Through external funding sources 
the Center provides graduate support (tuition and stipends) to 
nineteen graduate students. Through external funding sources it 
funds seven staff positions and fifteen administrative and research 
support staff. In addition, the Harrisburg Center (Capital Early 
Childhood Training Institute) currently employs eight staff who 
are funded through research and training funds from the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and other sources. 

Twenty-two affiliate faculty from across Penn State are central to 
all activities in the Center. They represent seven colleges and ten 
departments. Most of these faculty members are PIs or Co-PIs of 
grants that are administered by the Center. In addition, approxi-
mately twenty-five other faculty members participate in other 
Center activities, but are not formally affiliated with the Center.

Externally Funded Research
In 1998–1999, the Prevention Research Center received seven 
grants totaling more than $700,000. Five years later, in 2002–
2003, the Center administered twenty-two grants for a total of 
$4,515,162. So far, in fiscal year 2007–2008, the PRC had thirty-
six funded grants totaling approximately $9,908,607. In addition 
to dollars directly administered by the PRC, its faculty members 
are investigators on an additional $2,016,610 in grants.

The Prevention Research Center has projects supported by NIH 
Institutes (National Institute on Drug Abuse, Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment, National Institute of Mental Health, and National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism), as well as the National Science 
Foundation, U.S. Department of Education and the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. The Center 
has support from the W.K. Kellogg, William T. Grant, and Ameri-
can Cancer Society Foundations. It has contracts to work with a 
variety of agencies in Ireland and Northern Ireland through Atlan-
tic Philanthropies’ support via contracts with the Dartington So-
cial Research Unit in England and Barnardos Republic of Ireland. 
The Center receives research and training funds from the follow-
ing Pennsylvania agencies: Pennsylvania Commission on Crime 
and Delinquency, Bureau of Drug and Alcohol (Department of 
Health), and Office of Child Development.

A list of grants active in fiscal year 2007–2008 can be found at 
the back of this report.

The Prevention Research Center in 2008



6

Prevention Research Center

Funding Sources—2007
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In the years since our five-year report, there have been a number 
of relevant research highlights. Several experimental trials of in-
novative programs have yielded significant findings.

PROSPER
Drs. Greenberg, Feinberg, Welsh, Perkins, and 
Mincemoyer have led the Penn State site of the PROS-
PER study, which involves over 11,000 students in twen-
ty-eight communities. These sites have reported that local 
Cooperative Extension-supported prevention teams can 
successfully implement evidence-based family and child 
programs. Further, by the end of the seventh grade there 
were already significant reductions in overall initiation of 
substance use as well as in use of marijuana and inhal-
ants. This grant is held in collaboration with Dr. Richard 
Spoth and colleagues at Iowa State University. It has re-
cently been renewed for the next five years.

PATHS and Head Start REDI
Drs. Bierman, Domitrovich, Nix, Welsh, Gill, and Green-
berg have been working on a number of exciting early 
childhood trials intended to promote social-emotional 
and academic readiness for school. Findings published on 
the effects of the preschool PATHS Curriculum in a low-
income Head Start population found significant effects 
on children’s social-emotional competence. In addition, 
recent findings from the REDI trial show that integrat-
ing a social-emotional promotion program (Preschool 
PATHS) with effective pre-reading interventions led to 
both improved academic and social-emotional readiness 
for school. The REDI grant has recently been renewed.

Fast Track
Drs. Bierman and Greenberg are collaborators on the 
Fast Track project. Fast Track is a seventeen-year-long 
intervention trial involving children at high risk for vio-
lence in four U.S. locations. Findings across childhood 
and adolescence indicate that the highest-risk subgroup 
of children randomly assigned to receive intervention dis-

played 49 percent lower lifetime rates of DSM-diagnosed 
conduct disorder (41 percent vs. 21 percent) than a simi-
lar high-risk group assigned to the control condition. 

Family Foundations
Dr. Feinberg and colleagues have developed an innovative 
psychosocial prevention program for expectant parents. 
Family Foundations is provided through childbirth edu-
cation programs to enhance the co-parental relationship, 
parental adjustment to family expansion, and the parent-
child relationship. Recent findings show significant inter-
vention effects on co-parental support, maternal depres-
sion and anxiety, distress in the parent-child relationship, 
and several indicators of infant regulation. Family Foun-
dations has just been funded for a larger study.

Reducing College Binge Drinking
Dr. Turrisi and colleagues have been evaluating a series 
of programs focused on reducing binge drinking in col-
lege students. This innovative model (Parent-based In-
tervention to Reduce Binge Drinking) educates parents 
about the problem of binge drinking and encourages 
them to talk with their teen about these issues just be-
fore the teen embarks on his or her college education. 
Findings have shown substantial reductions in drinking 
in first-year undergraduate students. 

REACH
Drs. Greenberg and Domitrovich have led a long-term 
study of the effects of an enriched preschool program for 
high-risk, low-income students in Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. Developed in collaboration with the W.K. Kel-
logg Foundation and the school district, young children 
are being followed for seven years. Recent findings have 
demonstrated the strong effects of the program; program 
children show higher academic readiness by kindergar-
ten. In addition, recent findings show the strong benefit 
of beginning at age 3 and receiving two years vs. one year 
of the program on academic skills in the first grade.

Research Highlights
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Communities That Care 
Working closely with Pennsylvania state government, 
Drs. Greenberg and Feinberg have conducted a quasi-
experimental evaluation of the effects of Communities 
That Care. CTC is a broad-based program to build 
readiness and competence at the community level for 
the introduction and implementation of evidence-based 
prevention programs for children and youth. Recent 
findings for over 60,000 youth found substantial evi-
dence at the community level that CTC reduces risk fac-
tors and improves outcomes in the areas of substance use 
and delinquency.

HealthWise
This study, led by Drs. Smith and Caldwell, is an inter-
national collaborative effort that aims to reduce risky 
behavior (HIV/AIDS, pregnancy, and substance use) 
and promote positive use of free time among eighth- and 
ninth-grade South African youth. This initiative, which 
has been funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
since 2001, involves over 7,000 low-income youth liv-
ing in a former township established during Apartheid. 
Findings from the effectiveness trial indicate that, com-
pared to controls, HealthWise was effective in postponing 
sexual onset among boys and increasing the perception of 
condom availability for both genders. HealthWise partici-
pants also had lower levels of recent and heavy use of both 
alcohol and cigarettes. These results position HealthWise 
as a promising approach to reducing multiple health risk 
behaviors among the population of school-going South 
African adolescents.

EPISCenter
Brian Bumbarger and colleagues in collaboration with the 
Pennsylvania Commission on  Crime and Delinquency 
(PCCD) have worked to disseminate evidence-based pre-
vention programs, involving nearly 200 program replica-
tions since 1998. Their efforts have led to the identifica-
tion of a number of factors associated with the high-quality 
implementation and sustainability of these programs. As a 
result, PCCD and the Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Welfare are jointly funding an Evidence-based Prevention 
and Intervention Support Center (EPISCenter), an innova-
tive research and technical assistance center aimed at maxi-
mizing the impact of Pennsylvania’s investment in effective 
programs, promoting greater use of these programs, and 
encouraging support for prevention from key stakeholders 
and policy makers.

Skin Cancer Prevention
With funding from the American Cancer Society and 
the National Cancer Institute, Dr. Rob Turrisi and 
collaborators at Penn State and other institutions are 
focusing on reducing risk for skin cancer. Projects in-
clude examination of the efficacy of different methods 
to reduce UV risk behaviors in a high-risk sample of 
college students, and examination of the efficacy of dif-
ferent methods with married couples to increase skin 
self-exams and reduce UV risk behaviors that are re-
lated to skin cancer in melanoma patients (Penn State/
Northwestern collaboration).
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The Capital Area Health and Human  
Development Institute

In 1999, the Prevention Research Center collaborated with the 
Capital Area Funders Group to develop a plan to fill the tremen-
dous need to raise the quality of child care for infants and tod-
dlers. In January 2000, the Center and the Greater Harrisburg 
Area Foundation jointly opened the Capital Area Early Child-
hood Training Institute (CAECTI) with both private and public 
funding from a variety of funders in the Greater Harrisburg area 
and the state of Pennsylvania. 

A central goal of the Prevention Research Center is to establish long-
term engagement with communities to create mechanisms by which 
measurable and sustainable systems change can occur for children 
and families in the Commonwealth. Many Center projects exem-
plify this goal. In this report we highlight three of these projects: 

•	 The Capital Area Health and Human 	
		 Development Institute

• 	 PROSPER

• 	 The Family Life Project

Community-University Partnerships  
To Promote Healthy Development

In 2005, the institute was renamed the Capital Area Health and Hu-
man Development Institute (CAHHDI), and integrated the Capi-
tal Area Early Childhood Training Institute, Harrisburg Center for 
Healthy Child Development, and the Urban Community Partner-
ship under the CAHHDI umbrella. The Institute was established to 
coordinate research, training and technical assistance activities under 
way in the Harrisburg and south-central Pennsylvania areas. 

CAHHDI efforts include the following activities:

1.	 Developing mentoring programs that help to produce positive 
behavioral change in caregivers caring for young children

2.	 Developing certificate programs that articulate for college 
credit in the following areas:  infant/toddler, preschool, 
director, special needs, social-emotional development, and 
home-based

3.	 Evaluating other mentoring programs to determine their 
effectiveness

4.	 Completing early care and education quality studies

5.	 Coordinating all training and technical assistance activities 
within south-central Pennsylvania

6.	 Providing  policy-relevant information on best practices in 
infant toddler care to federal, state, and local governments

For more information about the Capital Area Health and 
Human Development Institute, visit its Web site at  
www.hhdev.psu.edu/cahhdi.
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PROSPER
In 2007, Penn State received a $5.7 million federal grant from 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) to continue the 
PROSPER project. Since 2002, in collaboration with Iowa 
State University and state Cooperative Extension systems, the 
PRC has been conducting research to strengthen families and 
communities, promote positive youth development, and reduce 
youth substance use and other problem behaviors. Rates of 
youth substance abuse and related problems in both rural and 
urban areas continue to be high. 

The initial phase of the PROSPER project involved more than 
6,000 youth in fourteen Pennsylvania communities and more 
than 6,000 youth in Iowa communities. Richard Spoth, direc-
tor of the Partnerships in Prevention Science Institute, and his 
team at Iowa State collaborated with Penn State in implementing 
the project in fourteen Iowa communities. The PROSPER proj-
ect has now reached more than 12,000 youths in the two states. 
Findings have shown positive outcomes from the first phase of 
the project, including improvements in family functioning and 
lower levels of adolescent substance use. Their results also have 
shown effective community partnership mobilization, successful 
local recruitment of community families for the program, high-
quality delivery of validated prevention programs, and successful 
community fundraising to sustain the community programs.

PROSPER is intended to be a model for a national network of 
partnerships, and the next phase will include expansion to new 
states. Participating PRC and Penn State faculty involved in 
PROSPER include Mark Greenberg (PI), Karen Bierman (Co-
PI), Mark Feinberg (Research Director), Janet Welsh (Interven-
tion Director), and Daniel Perkins, Claudia Mincemoyer, and 
Marilyn Corbin from the College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Cooperative Extension. 

The Family Life Project
In 2007, the PRC became the Penn State home of the Family 
Life Project. This project was just renewed by NICHD for five 
years to continue to follow a large, rural sample of children and 
families through the second grade (in Pennsylvania and North 
Carolina). This study affords unique opportunities to look at 
multiple levels of analysis for risk (community, family, peer, 
school, within the child) and their interactions. The Family Life 
Project’s primary goal is to develop a better understanding of 
how growing up in rural areas might influence readiness for 
school. In particular, we are interested in learning about how 
differences in children’s development are linked to variations 
in temperament, family experience, community structure, eco-
nomic circumstances, and ethnicity.

Participating PRC and Penn State researchers include Mark 
Greenberg (PI), Clancy Blair, Nan Crouter, Cynthia Stifter, 
Doug Granger, and Maureen Ittig.

Penn State and PROSPER partners at the PRC Ten-Year Anniversary

photo by G
ene M

aylock
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Over the last five years, the Center’s involvement in international 
research and consultation has grown significantly. Drs. Smith and 
Caldwell have initiated a trial of the HealthWise Program in South 
Africa and have also been involved in a variety of cross-national 
initiatives in prevention training with South African graduate stu-
dents and faculty. Drs. Domitrovich and Greenberg have been 
working with colleagues at the University of Zagreb (Croatia) 
on both a prevention trial as well as the development of a Ph.D. 
program in Prevention Science. Through the Dartington Social 
Research Unit (UK) and funded by Atlantic Philanthropies, a 
number of PRC scientists have been consulting with agencies and 
governmental bodies in Great Britain, Ireland, and Northern Ire-
land.

International Activities

An inspirational message from the South African communities in 
which HealthWise is being implemented

photo courtesy of Ed Sm
ith and Linda C

aldw
ell

Mark Greenberg, Celene Domitrovich, and officials of the Tibetan 
Government in Exile (Department of Education) 

photo courtesy of M
ark G

reenberg

Mark Greenberg and His Holiness the Dalai Lama in discussion at 
Seeds of Compassion (Seattle–April 2007)

photo courtesy of M
ark G

reenberg
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The Bennett Endowment

A $5 million commitment to Penn State’s College of Health and 
Human Development from alumna Edna Bennett Pierce sup-
ports a variety of University and College efforts aimed at improv-
ing the health and welfare of children and adolescents. Bennett 
Pierce directed $4 million of the total gift to an endowment for 
teaching, research, and outreach programs involving children and 
adolescents. The endowment funds graduate and faculty fellow-
ships and provides other enhancements to the work of the Preven-
tion Research Center.

A resident of Wilmington, Delaware, and a civic leader and phi-
lanthropist, Bennett Pierce is a member of the “Famous 500,” the 
first freshman class of women admitted to Penn State following 
World War II. She earned her bachelor’s degree in Home Eco-
nomics with an emphasis in child development in 1953. Her hus-
band C. Eugene Bennett, who died in 1996, began his doctoral 
studies in Analytical Chemistry at Penn State in 1951. 

As a result of the generosity of the Bennett Endowment, the 
Center has initiated a program of Graduate Prevention Fel-
lowships. These fellowships last for one academic year and are 
awarded on a competitive basis.

photo by G
ene M

aylock
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The Center’s Commitment To Graduate Training and Outreach

The Prevention Research Center is committed to rigorous training 
of the next generations of prevention scientists. This involvement in-
cludes both pre- and post-doctoral training programs that focus on 
collaborations with experienced mentors and emphasize the growth 
in the number of externally funded studies that include funds to 
train students in prevention research. By following this mission, we 
seek to strengthen the nation’s supply of prevention researchers by 
preparing a core of well-prepared scholars in prevention science. 
Our goal is to ensure that each student is ready to launch his or 
her research career with the requisite skills for scholarly publication, 
teaching, conference presentation, and grant proposal development.

Through enrollment in graduate programs and experience in 
funded research projects, pre- and post-doctoral students are 
trained to conceptualize problems and questions for study, 
design research studies, understand and apply appropriate 
data analysis, write for publication and proposal develop-
ment, and collaborate on interdisciplinary teams. These skills 
are acquired through a combination of structured experiences 
(course work, seminars, workshops) and mentorship. 

Prevention Seminars
As part of its mission to promote prevention science through the 
training of next-generation prevention researchers, the Preven-
tion Research Center conducts weekly seminars for Penn State 
graduate students and faculty. The seminars feature speakers from 
around the University who are engaged in prevention research, 
talks by visiting scientists and state officials concerned with pre-
vention programming, discussion of prevention research issues, 
and presentations by graduate students involved in Prevention 
Center activities. A list of the Prevention Seminars offered over 
the last several years is found at the back of this report.

Training Grants
The PRC is involved in two federally funded pre- and post-doctoral 
training grants. 

Prevention and Methodology Training Program (NIH). The in-
terdisciplinary Prevention and Methodology Training (PAMT) 
program is a collaborative effort involving two well-established 
and vibrant research centers at Penn State, the Prevention Re-
search Center and the Methodology Center. Funded by NIDA, 
PAMT’s mission is to produce scientists trained in the integra-
tion of prevention and statistical methodology. Pre- and post-
doctoral positions in this program present a unique opportunity 
for highly motivated pre- and post-doctoral students to con-
tinue their training in a synergistic environment that includes 
highly qualified prevention scientists and methodologists. The 
program is directed by Drs. Mark Greenberg, Linda Collins, 
and Edward Smith and involves numerous departments in and 
outside of HHD.

Early Childhood Mental Health (ECMH) Integrative Research 
(NIH). The Early Mental Health Training Grant (EMHTG) is 
funded by NIMH and integrates faculty and training from the 
Child Study Center and the PRC and focuses on integrative, 
collaborative research to advance knowledge of mental health 
and risk prevention in the first five years of life. EMHTG ex-
clusively supports students in the Psychology department (the 
Liberal Arts) and HDFS (through the PRC). The two-year 
training program provides skills in conceptualizing, designing, 
and executing research that meets the public mission, within 
topical research concentrations: neurocognitive-behavioral rela-
tions across domains of development, developmental analyses 
of families at risk, and mediators and moderators of the efficacy 
of empirically supported interventions. The training program 
is directed by Dr. Pamela Cole (Child Study Center) and Dr. 
Mark Greenberg (Co-PI).
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Prevention Fellows
The Center has also provided graduate fellowships (one-year) to 
students and post-docs who have recently completed their Ph.D. 
Fellowships have been extended to about twenty students over 
the last five years. The purpose of these fellowships is to provide 
students who are specializing in the area of preventive interven-
tion research with opportunities both to develop their research 
skills and to gain experience in the community-based prevention 
programs. The activities of the Prevention Research Center fellows 
are determined by a combination of factors. These include grants 
and research activities of the Center and its affiliated faculty as well 
as the focal interests of the graduate student. 

The following is a list of pre- and post-doctoral trainees on the 
two training grants, Prevention Fellows, and graduate students 
participating in research projects in 2006–2008.

2006–2008 Post-Doctoral Trainees

Donna Coffman, Ph.D. (NIDA Prevention and Methodology 
Training Grant)

Michael Cleveland, Ph.D. (NIDA Prevention and Methodology 
Training Grant)

Robert Petrin, Ph.D. (NIDA Prevention and Methodology 
Training Grant)

Alicia Hughes, Ph.D. (Early Childhood Mental Health Training 
Grant) 

Lara Robinson, Ph.D. (Early Childhood Mental Health Train-
ing Grant)  

2008–2010 Post-Doctoral Trainees

Chakema Carmack, Ph.D. (NIDA Prevention and Methodology 
Training Grant)

Jackie Wiersma, Ph.D. (NIDA Prevention and Methodology 
Training Grant)

Claudio Ortiz, Ph.D. (Early Childhood Mental Health 
Training Grant)

Brian Crosby, Ph.D. (Early Childhood Mental Health  
Training Grant)

Pre-Doctoral Trainees on Training Grants

2006–2007 Prevention and Methodology Training Grant

Bethany Bray, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Larissa Duncan, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Megan Patrick, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Brittany Rhoades, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Kelly Rulison, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Melissa Tibbits, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD

2007–2008 Prevention and Methodology Training Grant

Beau Abar, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Caitlin Abar, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Monique Faulk, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Jennifer Kam, Communication Arts and Sciences, LA
Lori Palen, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Amy Syvertsen, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Anita Younker, Biobehavioral Health, HHD
Melissa Lippold, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Joche Gayles, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Mary Lai, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD

2006–2008 Early Childhood Mental Health Training Grant

Laura Marie Armstrong, Child Clinical Psychology, LA 
Elizabeth Cipriano, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD 
Nissa Towe-Goodman, Human Development and Family 

Studies, HHD
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Peterson Graduate Fellows
2007-2008  Joche Gayles, Human Development and Family 

Studies, HHD
2008-2009 Michelle Blockin, Human Development and  

Family Studies, HHD

2005–2008 Pre-Doctoral Trainees on Individual  
National Research Service Awards (NRSAs)

Becky Sanford DeRoussie (Head Start)
Melissa Tibbits (NIDA)
Nadine Mastroleo (NIAAA)
Amy Syvertsen (NIDA)

Pre-Doctoral Research Assistants

Graduate Students

Corrie Beck. Human Development and Family Studies, HHD 
Sarah Meyer Chilenski, Human Development and Family 

Studies, HHD
Christine Fortunato, Human Development and Family  

Studies, HHD
Nicole Morgan, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Ben Goodman, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Megan Goslin, Psychology, LA
Marni Kan, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Lesley Johnson, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Mary Lai, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Melissa Lippold, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Elizabeth Manning, Human Development and Family  

Studies, HHD
Meisha Marzell, Biobehavorial Health, HHD
Tonya Nolte-Baumgardner, Human Development and Family 

Studies, HHD
Megan Patrick, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD

Cara Poon, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Carolyn Ransford, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Anne Ray, Biobehavioral Health, HHD
Brittany Rhoades, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Kelly Rulison, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Harshini Shah, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Amy Syvertsen, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD
Jerod Stapleton, Biobehavioral Health, HHD
Andreas Viana, Psychology, LA
Kristin Voegtline, Human Development and Family Studies, 

HHD
Salem Wolk, Human Development and Family Studies, HHD

Faculty Fellowships
The Center also supports faculty through the Bennett Faculty Schol-
ars Program in Prevention Science. The broad goals of the program 
are to provide support to faculty to further develop their interests in 
prevention science by developing or expanding their research pro-
gram in prevention (both basic and applied); understanding and 
analyzing findings and their import for policies affecting children, 
families, and communities (policy analysis); or developing outreach 
or training materials that translate prevention science knowledge for 
practitioners. Support includes time (buy-out from teaching), travel 
budget, and use of the resources of the Prevention Research Center. 
A list of the Bennett Faculty Fellows from the past five years may be 
found at the end of this report.
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The Bennett Lectureship in Prevention Science is an annual fall 
lecture to honor worldwide leaders in prevention research. The 
lecture includes a week-long set of activities with the most prom-
inent scholars in the field. The Lectureship was created through 
an endowment established in 1999 by Edna Bennett Pierce ’53 
HEc, which provides a comprehensive portfolio of enhance-
ments to the Prevention Research Center. Edna and her first 
husband, the late C. Eugene Bennett, also established the Edna 
Peterson Bennett Faculty Chair in Prevention Research in 1994.

The Bennett Lecture is one of the Prevention Research Center’s 
most visible outreach efforts (www.prevention.psu.edu). This 
annual lecture recognizes a leading researcher in prevention sci-
ence. The inaugural lecture was held in 2002, and was given by 
Sir Michael Rutter, Research Professor of Developmental Psy-
chotherapy, Institute of Psychiatry, University of London. Other 
lecturers have included Dr. J. David Hawkins, School of Social 
Work Kozmetsky Professor of Prevention and Director of the 

Social Development Research Group, University of Washington, 
Seattle; Dr. Irwin Sandler, Regents Professor of Psychology and 
Director, Program Research Center, Arizona State University; 
Dr. David L. Olds, Professor of Pediatrics and Director, Preven-
tion Research Center for Family and Child Health, University of 
Colorado Health Sciences Center; Dr. Mary Ann Pentz, Direc-
tor of the Center for Prevention Policy Research and professor in 
the Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern 
California; Dr. Thomas Dishion, Director of Research, Child 
and Family Center, University of Oregon; and Dr. Roger Weiss-
berg, University of Illinois at Chicago. 

More information on the Bennett Lecture in Prevention Science 
is found at www.prevention.psu.edu/events.

The Bennett Prevention Lectureship
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The following are research projects active in 2008:

Evaluation of Pennsylvania Communities That Care
Principal Investigator: Greenberg
Funder: Pennsylvania Commission on Crime
	  and Delinquency 
Start Date: 1998

Children in Rural Poverty/Family Life
Principal Investigator: Greenberg
Funder: University of North Carolina
Start Date: 2002

Partnership Model for Diffusion of Proven  
Prevention/PROSPER

Principal Investigator: Greenberg
Funder: Iowa State University
Start Date: 2002

Head Start REDI
Principal Investigator: Bierman
Funder: NICHD
Start Date: 2002

Preschool PATHS
Principal Investigator: Domitrovich
Start Date: 2003

Fast Track
Principal Investigator: Bierman
Funder: NIMH
Start Date: 2002

Character Education
Principal Investigator: Domitrovich
Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Education
Start Date: 2006

INSPIRE
Principal Investigators: Domitrovich, Small, Prahbu
Start Date: 2004

Early Intervention to Prevent Student Binge 
Drinking in Student Athletes/Project GOALS

Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: NIH/NIAAA
Start Date: 2004

Campuses Selling Alcohol: Profit or Problem?
Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: NIH/NIAAA
Start Date: 2004

Appearance-focused Intervention to Prevent Skin 
Cancer

Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: American Cancer Society
Start Date: 2004

Developmental/Social and Psychological Models 
of Binge Drinking

Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: NIH/NIAAA
Start Date: 2004

University Life Study
Principal Investigator: Maggs
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2005

Center Projects
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Partner Assistance in Learning and Performing 
Skin Self-Examination

Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: National Cancer Institute
Start Date: 2004

Parent-based Intervention to Prevent Student 
Drinking

Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: NIH/NIAAA
Start Date: 2005

Early Intervention to Prevent Skin Cancer
Principal Investigator: Turrisi
Funder: American Cancer Society
Start Date: 2005

Therapeutic Foster Care in a System of Care
Principal Investigator: Farmer
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2006

What Affects Outcomes in Group Homes for Youth
Principal Investigator: Farmer
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2006

Promotion of Co-parenting During Family  
Formation Period

Principal Investigator: Feinberg
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2002

REACH Evaluation Project
Principal Investigator: Greenberg
Funder: W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Start Date: 2002

Adolescent Drug and HIV Prevention in South Africa
Principal Investigator: Smith
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2003

Strong Foundations for Adoptive Families
Principal Investigator: Welsh
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2006

EPISCenter
Principal Investigator: Bumbarger
Funder: PCCD
Start Date: 2008

PATHS to Success
Principal Investigator: Greenberg
Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Health
Start Date: 2008

Teaching Practices, Classroom Peer Networks  
and Youth Outcome

Principal Investigator: Gest
Funder: William T. Grant Foundation
Start Date: 2008

Modeling Peer Networks to Inform Substance  
Use Prevention Research

Principal Investigator: Gest
Funder: NIH
Start Date: 2008
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Administration
Mark T. Greenberg, Ph.D., Edna Peterson Bennett Chair and Pro-

fessor of Human Development and Family Studies, Director 
Karen L. Bierman, Ph.D., Distinguished Professor of Psychology,  

Associate Director
Celene Domitrovich, Ph.D., Assistant Director 
Edward Smith, Dr.P.H., Director of Evaluation Research
Brian Bumbarger, Policy Research and Outreach Coordinator

Research Associates
Mark Feinberg, Ph.D., Senior Research Associate 
Meg Small, Ph.D.  
Janet Welsh, Ph.D. 
Robert Nix, Ph.D. 
Kimberly Mallett, Ph.D. 
Damon Jones, Ph.D.  
Maureen Ittig, Ph.D.  
Louis Brown, Ph.D.  
Patricia Jennings, Ph.D. 
Jill Zeruth, Ph.D. 
Holly Gunn, M.D.

Administrative and Research Staff 
Mary Jo Luebbers, Administrative Director  
Lee Carpenter, Editor  
Kelly Confer, Staff Assistant 
Barbi Jo Emel, Staff Assistant 
Mandy Thompson, Staff Assistant
Laura Burghard, Staff Assistant
Devon McChesney, Staff Assistant
Elizabeth Kulling, Staff Assistant
Barbara Oldro, Staff Assistant 
Elaine Berrena, Prevention Coordinator
Sandy Stewart, Prevention Coordinator
Gloria Rhule, Prevention Coordinator 
Sandra Kyler, Project Coordinator
Kimberly McCarthy, Project Coordinator

Prevention Research Center Faculty and Staff

Kimberly Peters, Project Coordinator 
Calem Belden, Research Assistant 
Michael Coccia, Data Manager 
Catherine Jantzer, Research Coordinator 
Myra DeLuca, Project Data Specialist 
Angela Hall, Project Data Specialist 
Brandy Harpster, Project Data Specialist 
Kathleen France, Project Data Specialist
Linda Jacobson, Data Manager 
Brenda Heinrich, Statistician 
Nicole Morgan, Data Manager

Harrisburg Center Research, Training,  
and Administrative Staff
Kathy Stennett, Director
Jennifer Ford, Assistant Director, Research and Evaluation
Toni Stewart, Project Coordinator
Barb Willier, Mentor
Leslie Rapsey, Mentor
Melva Bowers, Mentor
Sue Long, Mentor
Harriett Bicksler, Marketing Communications Specialist
Patti Daughenbaugh, Staff 
Erin Kirkpatrick, Staff
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PRC Affiliate Faculty 
Twenty-five affiliate faculty from across Penn State are central to 
all activities in the Center. They represent seven colleges and ten 
departments. Most of these faculty are PIs or Co-PIs of grants 
that are administered by the Center. In addition, approximately 
twenty-five other faculty (not listed here) participate in other 
Center activities, but are not formally affiliated.

Linda Caldwell, Ph.D., Professor, Recreation, Park, and Tourism 
Management, HHD

J. Douglas Coatsworth, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human 
Development and Family Studies, HHD

Linda Collins, Professor, HDFS, Director of the Methodology 
Center, HHD

David Conroy, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Kinesiology, HHD
Elizabeth Farmer, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Health Policy and 

Administration, HHD
Thomas Farmer, Ph.D., Professor, College of Education
Richard Fiene, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Development 

and Family Studies, Penn State Harrisburg
Lisa Gatzke-Kopp, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Human 

Development and Family Studies, HHD
Scott Gest, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Development and 

Family Studies, HHD
Sukhdeep Gill, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Development 

and Family Studies (York Campus), HHD
John Graham, Ph.D., Professor, Biobehavioral Health, HHD
Michael Hecht, Ph.D., Distinguished Professor of 

Communication Arts and Sciences and Crime, Law, 
and Justice, LA

Kathryn Hynes, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Human Development 
and Family Studies and Demography, HHD

Stephanie Lanza, Ph.D., Associate Director, Methodology Center
Patricia Koch, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Biobehavioral Health, 

HHD

Jennifer Maggs, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Human Development 
and Family Studies, HHD

Claudia Mincemoyer, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 4-H  
Youth Curriculum and Development, College of 
Agricultural Sciences

Dana Mitra, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Education Policy Studies, 
College of Education

Daniel Perkins, Ph.D., Professor, Family and Youth Resiliency 
and Policy, College of Agricultural Sciences

Ian Paul, M.D., Associate Professor, Pediatrics, College of 
Medicine

Vittal Prabhu, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Industrial and 
Manufacturing Engineering, College of Engineering

Emilie Phillips Smith, Ph.D., Professor, Human Development 
and Family Studies, HHD

Cynthia Stifter, Ph.D., Professor, Human Development and 
Family Studies, HHD

Douglas Teti, Ph.D., Professor, Human Development and Family 
Studies, HHD

Robert Turrisi, Ph.D., Professor, Biobehavioral Health, HHD 



21

Ten-Year Anniversary Report 1998-2008

Mark T. Greenberg 
Director 
Edna Peterson Bennett Chair and Professor of  
Human Development and Family Studies
mxg47@psu.edu

Research Interests: Intervening in the developmental processes 
in risk and non-risk populations with a specific emphasis on 
aggression, violence, and externalizing disorders; promoting 
healthy social and emotional development through school-
based prevention; the study of community partnerships and the 
diffusion of evidence-based programs; the interface of neurosci-
ence and prevention

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success
•• Head Start REDI
•• Family Life
•• PROSPER
•• Fast Track

Karen L. Bierman 
Associate Director 
Distinguished Professor of Psychology 
kb2@psu.edu

Research Interests: ADHD, adolescents, African 
Americans, aggression, antisocial, behavior problems, children, 
ethnic/racial, intervention, language delayed, minority, peers/
friendship, preschool, prevention, rural, school problems, 
school violence, social competence, social development, social 
skills training

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success
•• Head Start REDI
•• PROSPER
•• Fast Track

Celene Domitrovich 
Assistant Director 
cxd130@psu.edu

Research Interests: My primary interest as a 
prevention scientist is to apply my knowledge 
of developmental psychopathology to create interventions for 
children that promote school readiness and prevent mental 
disorders

Selected Current Projects:
•• Head Start REDI
•• Character Education
•• Preschool PATHS

Edward Smith
Director of Evaluation Research 
eas8@psu.edu

Research Interests: Adolescents, health edu-
cation, leisure time, pregnancy, prevention, 
program development/evaluation, rural, substance abuse

Selected Current Projects:
•• Adolescent Drug and HIV Prevention in South Africa

Brian Bumbarger
Policy Research and Outreach and Director,  
EPISCenter 
bkb10@psu.edu

Research Interests: Adolescents, aggression, 
antisocial, behavior problems, children, classroom manage-
ment, delinquency, policy/education, gangs, juvenile justice, 
prevention, prosocial behavior, public policy, risk factors, school 
violence, violence

Selected Current Projects:
•• EPISCenter
•• PROSPER
•• CTC Evaluation

Senior Administrative Staff
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�Louis Brown 
Research Associate 
db12@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• CTC Evaluation
•• Co-Parenting

��Mark Feinberg 
Senior Research Associate 
mfeinberg@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• CTC Evaluation
•• Co-Parenting
•• PROSPER

�Maureen Ittig 
Research Associate 
mpi2@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• Family Life

��Patricia (Tish) Jennings 
Research Associate 
paj16@psu.edu

•• Mindfulness and Teaching

�Damon Jones 
Research Associate
dej10@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success
•• Head Start REDI
•• CTC Evaluation

��Kimberly Mallett 
Research Associate 
kam54@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• Skin Cancer Prevention
•• Skin Self-Examination
•• Student Binge Drinking

Robert Nix 
Research Associate 
rnix@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects: 
•• Head Start REDI
•• PATHS to Success

Meg Small 
Research Associate 
mxs693@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects: 
•• INSPIRE
•• University Life

Janet Welsh 
Research Associate 
jaw900@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects: 
•• PROSPER
•• Adoptive Families
•• Head Start REDI

Research Associates
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��Linda Caldwell 
Professor, Recreation, Park, and Tourism Management 
lindac@psu.edu

Research Interests: Adolescents, leisure, and 
health; leisure education, prevention research, 
and the developmental affordances of leisure

Selected Current Projects:
•• Adolescent Drug and HIV Prevention in South Africa

J. Douglas Coatsworth 
Associate Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
jdc15@psu.edu

Research Interests: Prevention research and 
theory; design and evaluation of family-based 
interventions to promote development and to prevent mental 
health and behavioral problems in children and adolescents; 
resilience

��Linda Collins 
Director, Methodology Center and Professor of Hu-
man Development and Family Studies 
lmc8@psu.edu

Research Interests: Measurement and analysis 
of change in human behavior and ability; research methods; 
design, and statistics; mathematical models of adolescent sub-
stance abuse

�David Conroy 
Associate Professor of Kinesiology 
dec9@psu.edu

Research Interests: Achievement motivation – 
development in early and middle childhood, and 
consequences across the life span ��

Elizabeth Farmer 
Associate Professor of Health Policy  
and Administration 
emf13@psu.edu

Research Interests: Children’s mental health ser-
vices, effectiveness of mental health interventions, mental health 
in life course trajectories, community-based services for youth, 
role of schools in children’s mental health services

Selected Current Projects: 
•• Therapeutic Foster Care
•• Group Homes for Youth

�Thomas Farmer 
Associate Professor of Education 
twf2@psu.edu

Research Interests: The prevention and treat-
ment of aggression and antisocial behavior, 
social development of students with disabilities, bullying and 
classroom social dynamics, and rural education

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success

��Richard Fiene 
Associate Professor of Human Development and 
Family Studies, Penn State Harrisburg 
rjf8@psu.edu

Research Interests: Child care, infants, parent-
child relationships, preschool, program development/evalua-
tion, public policy, toddlers

Affiliated Penn State Faculty
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�Lisa Gatzke-Kopp 
Assistant Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
lmk18@psu.edu

Research Interests: Developmental neuroscience of 
psychopathology, with a particular focus on how children develop 
behavior problems such as aggression, hyperactivity, and substance 
abuse

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success

Scott D. Gest 
Associate Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
gest@psu.edu 

Research Interests: Links between reading skills 
and social competence in elementary school; 
peer relations; early reading tutoring as a preventive interven-
tion; longitudinal study of patterns of risk and adaptation from 
childhood to adulthood; behavioral inhibition and related inter-
nalizing dimensions of personality and psychopathology

Selected Current Projects:
•• Teaching Practices
•• Modeling Peer Networks

Sukhdeep Gill 
Associate Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
sgill@psu.edu

Research Interests: Program evaluation, needs 
of women and young children, and diverse and 
at-risk families

Selected Current Projects:
•• Head Start REDI

��John Graham 
Professor of Biobehavioral Health and Human 
Development and Family Studies 
jgraham@psu.edu

Research Interests: Adolescent, young adult, and 
college student health promotion and disease prevention; interest 
in prevention program development, but specialization in program 
evaluation and related research methods (survey and measurement 
design, missing data methods, structural equation modeling, detec-
tion and control of self-report bias)

�Michael Hecht 
Distinguished Professor of Communication Arts 
and Sciences and Crime, Law, and Justice 
mhecht@psu.edu

Research Interests: Understanding how people 
can be successful and effective communicators, developing theory 
and practice in the areas of interpersonal and inter-ethnic relation-
ships, identity, and adolescent drug resistance

��Kathryn Hynes 
Assistant Professor of Human Development and 
Family Studies and Demography 
kbh13@psu.edu

Research Interests: Child and family policy 
topics including welfare reform, child care, after-
school programs, and maternity leave; parents’ work-family 
strategies; social and economic contexts influencing the transi-
tion to fatherhood

�Patricia Koch 
Professor of Biobehavioral Health 
p3k@psu.edu

Research Interests:  Sexual development, sexuality 
education and sexual health issues, particularly 
related to HIV/AIDS; women’s health; health promotion 
methodologies and evaluation
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��Stephanie Lanza 
Associate Director, Methodology Center 
sxl195@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• Family Life Project

Jennifer Maggs 
Associate Professor of Human  
Development and Family Studies 
jmaggs@psu.edu

Research Interests: Adolescent social development 
and health; transition to adulthood; risk behaviors; prevention 
science; research methods; alcohol expectancies

Selected Current Projects:
•• University Life

Dana Mitra 
Assistant Professor of Education 
dmitra2psu.edu

Research Interests: Educational policy, school 
reform, student voice, youth development, civic 
engagement, high schools 

�Ian Paul 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Penn State  
College of Medicine 
ipaul2psu.edu

Research Interests: Newborn health outcomes, 
childhood obesity, breastfeeding, pediatric therapeutics, asthma

Daniel Perkins 
Professor of Family and Youth Resiliency and Policy 
dfp102@psu.edu

Research Interests: Factors and assets related to a 
young person’s development, including community 
youth development, youth’s engagement of sports, youth’s 
engagement in risky behavior, strength-based programming, family 
resiliency, and community resiliency

Selected Current Projects:
•• PROSPER
•• EPISCenter

�Vittal Prabhu 
Professor of Industrial and  
Manufacturing Engineering 
prabhu@engr.psu.edu

Research Interests: Distributed systems and 
control, sensing and control of machines and processes, 
applications of nonlinear systems and control theory, high-
performance computing for manufacturing systems

Selected Current Projects:
•• INSPIRE

Emilie Phillips Smith
Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies
emilieps@psu.edu

Research Interests: Home, school, and 
community partnerships in development and prevention; 
violence and delinquency; the roles of identity, ethnic identity, 
and ethnic socialization in child and adolescent development; 
socio-cultural factors and social capital; protective processes and 
resilience; experimental social innovation, applied research

Selected Current Projects:
•• PATHS to Success
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Robert Turrisi 
Professor of Biobehavioral Health 
rturrisi@psu.edu

Selected Current Projects:
•• Student Binge Drinking
•• Skin Cancer Prevention
•• Skin Self-Examination
•• Campuses Selling Alcohol

�Cynthia Stifter 
Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
tvr@psu.edu

Research Interests: Socio-emotional develop-
ment in infants, toddlers, and preschool children, specifically 
focused on emotion regulation and the emergence of behavior 
problems. Other research areas: developmental psychophysiol-
ogy, infant crying and colic, parental regulation strategies

Douglas Teti 
Professor of Human Development  
and Family Studies 
dmt16@psu.edu

Research Interests: Socioemotional development 
in infancy and early childhood; parenting; and intervention 
strategies designed to promote early development and parent-
child relations
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Principal	 Other	 	 	 	 Yearly Award	
Investigator	 Investigators	 Project Title	 Agency	 Dates	 Amount

Bierman	 Greenberg	 Multisite Prevention	 NIMH	 9/30/98–8/31/08	 $317,536	
	 	 Conduct Disorder

Bierman	 Greenberg, Nix, 	 Head Start (Head Start REDI- 	 NICHD 	 9/26/03–7/31/08	 $781,569	
	 Domitrovich, Gest,	 Research-based	
	 Welsh, Gill, Nelson	 Developmentally Informed

Blair	 Greenberg, Stifter, 	 University of North	 NIH	 7/1/06–6/30/07	 $188,291	
	 Granger	 Carolina Project 1

Blair	 	 Measurement of Executive	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $566,864	
	 	 Function In Young Children

Bumbarger	 Feinberg	 PSU Omnibus Research	 PCCD	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $389,999	
	 	 and Evaluation Program

Bumbarger	 	 Implementation Support	 PCCD	 10/1/07–9/30/09	 $67,399	
	 	 Study––Bedford County

Coatsworth	 	 VU Ecology	 Villanova University	 9/1/07–8/31/08	 $28,429 

Cole	 Greenberg	 Early Childhood Mental Health	 NIMH	 7/1/04–6/30/09	 $187,163	
	 	 (ECMH) Integrative Research

Domitrovich	 	 Harrisburg School	 	 10/1/06–9/31/10	 $57,619	
	 	 District Character Education

Domitrovich	 	 Center for Prevention and	 Johns Hopkins	 11/1/04–6/30/08	 $90,450	
	 	 Early Intervention

Farmer	 	 Therapeutic Foster	 NIH	 4/1/07–3/31/08	 $166,270 	
	 	 Care in a System of Care

Farmer	 	 What Affects Outcomes in	 NIH	 8/16/07–7/31/08	 $622,385	
	 	 Group Homes for Youth

Feinberg	 	 Developing Family-Focused	 NIMH	 7/1/03–11/30/07	 $143,459	
	 	 Preventions: Coparenting

Feinberg	 	 NIH Family	 NIH	 9/1/07– 8/31/08	 $122,975 

Gest	 	 NSF Youth	 NSF	 1/1/07–12/31/09	 $231,394 

Active Grants in 2007
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Principal	 Other	 	 	 	 Yearly Award	
Investigator	 Investigators	 Project Title	 Agency	 Dates	 Amount

Greenberg	 	 Dartington	 Warren House Group	 	 $50,000 

Greenberg	 	 Channing Bete Company	 Channing	 	 $50,000	
	 	 	 Bete Company

Greenberg	 	 Research Support	 Barnardos Republic	 	 $17,000	
	 	 	 of Ireland

Greenberg	 DeRousie	 Sustainability of an Evidence-	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $50,000	
	 	 based Curriculum in Head	
	 	 Start Classrooms

Greenberg	 Feinberg, Welsh, 	 PROSPER	 NIDA	 9/1/07–8/31/08	 $1,575,358 	
	 Perkins, Mincemoyer

Greenberg	 Domitrovich	 Kellogg Reach Project 	 Kellogg Foundation	 9/1/07–8/31/08	 $239,928 

Greenberg	 Collins, Smith	 Prevention and Methodology	 NIDA	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $329,697	
	 	 Training

Greenberg	 	 Strategic Prevention Framework—	 CC MH/MR and	 3/15/07–6/30/08	 $62,000 	
	 	 State Incentive Grant (SPF-SIG)	 Drug and Alcohol

Greenberg	 	 Family Life Project	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $14,500 

Greenberg	 	 Family Life Project	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $332,388 

Greenberg	 	 Family Life Project	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $31,814 

Maggs	 Lefkowitz, Osgood, 	 Alcohol Use and Sex in	 NIH	 8/15/06–8/14/11	 $271,047 	
	 Small, McCarthy	 College Developmental	
	 	 Change and Situational	
	 	 Fluctuations

Smith	 Collins, Graham, 	 Adolescent Drug and HIV	 NIDA	 10/1/03–9/30/08	 $319,643	
	 Caldwell, Mpofu	 Prevention in South Africa 

Smith	 Tibbits	 NIH Tibbits	 NIH	 10/1/07–9/30/08	 $35,025 

Stennett	 	 CAECTI––Support for	 Commonwealth	 10/1/07–6/30/08	 $58,500	
	 	 Harriett Bicksler 

Stennett	 	 CCC Keystone	 	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $548,708 
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Principal	 Other	 	 	 	 Yearly Award	
Investigator	 Investigators	 Project Title	 Agency	 Dates	 Amount

Turrisi	 	 ACS-Appearance-Focused	 	 1/1/07–12/31/07	 $171,040 	
	 	 Intervention to Prevent Skin Cancer

Turrisi	 	 NIH-Early Intervention to Prevent	 NIH	 12/1/06–11/30/11	 $511,008	
	 	 Student Drinking Among Athletes: 	
	 	 Parent and Peer Programs

Turrisi	 Mallett	 NIH-Parent Based Interventions	 NIH	 7/1/07–6/30/08	 $530,578	
	 	 to Prevent College	
	 	 Student Drinking

Turrisi	 Mastroleo	 NIH-Comparison of MI Training	 NIH	 8/1/06–7/31/08	 $34,468	
	 	 Approaches on College	
	 	 Student Drinking

Welsh	 Feinberg	 Strong Foundations for	 NIH	 9/2/06–8/31/11	 $52,000	
	 	 Adoptive Families

Active Grants in 2007 (continued)
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Spring 2006 Seminars

Howard Rosen, Ph.D., Hempfield Behavioral Health, Inc., 
Harrisburg, PA, “Prevention science in the real world: Past, 
present, and future research at Hempfield Behavioral Health” 

Darrell Steffensmeier, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology and 
Crime, Law, and Justice, Pennsylvania State University, “Girls’ 
violence rising? Probably not” 

Linda Caldwell, Ph.D., Professor, Recreation, Park, and 
Tourism Management, Penn State, and Edward A. Smith, 
Dr.P.H., Director of Evaluation Research, Penn State Preven-
tion Research Center, “Conceptualization and evaluation of the 
HealthWise South Africa Intervention”

John Graham, Ph.D., Professor of Biobehavioral Health, Lori 
Palen, doctoral student, Penn State Department of Human Devel-
opment and Family Studies, and Allison Olchowski, doctoral stu-
dent, Penn State Department of Biobehavioral Health, “Students 
Aren’t Perfect: Data Quality, and Other Methodological Issues in 
the HealthWise South Africa Project”

Mark Feinberg, Ph.D., Senior Research Associate, Penn State 
Prevention Research Center, “Evaluation of Communities That 
Care: fifty ways to analyze your data”

Phil Lazarus, Ph.D., Associate Director, Penn State Cancer In-
stitute and Chief, Division of Population Sciences and Cancer 
Prevention, and Professor, Department of Pharmacology and 
Health Evaluation Sciences, Penn State College of Medicine, 
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